03/08/2017

Reports 2015-16

Home

About Us

External Events

Programme

Film School

Happenings
Links

Past Meetings
Videos

Competitions

Contacts

Meeting Reports for Season 2015-16
10 September
28 January

24 September
11 February

8 October
25 February

22nd October
10 March

12 November
24 March

26 November

14th April

28th April

10 December

14 January

12th May

26th May

2015
10th September
The evening began with a brief EGM and the
election of a new Treasurer. Andy Wills was
elected and has already accepted a subscription
from one new member for this season.
The highlight of the first night of the new season
was the premiere of Ian Reed’s new Club film “Out
of the Past” which many members of Sutton
Coldfield Movie Makers have been working on over
the summer. It was good to see so many
members of the cast with their families and friends
in the audience.
The other films shown were: “What”” - the
Midsummer Madness film in a day produced by the
“Marquee Team”, the film of the premiere of “The
Shout” at the Artrix Arts Centre, Julian Austwick’s
interview by Bob Hall on Big Centre TV, a trailer of
Julian’s forthcoming Club film: “The Guardian” (this
trailer can be seen on SCMM’s Facebook page), an
excerpt from Jill and Julian’s film of Jeremy Irons
reading “Burnt Norton” and an excerpt from Ian’s
film of the Fingask Follies at Thorpe Hall.

Bob Hall interviewing Julian Austwick

SCMM were pleased to welcome a number of
visitors who’d come to see whether they’d like to
join.

Room beginning to fill up before the meeting.

http://suttoncoldfieldmoviemakers.org.uk/reports2015-2015.html
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Ian Reed (left) with members of the cast of “Out of the Past”
24th September
David Wilford of No Going Back Productions gave a talk in two parts. The first was on ‘sound’ in
filming. When judging our films at the end of last season he’d noticed that this was an area that
needed improving. He gave an excellent presentation, bursting with samples he’d recorded to
demonstrate the points he was making. The second part of the evening was devoted to Planning and
Preparation for efficient film making. Using his film “A Beginner’s Guide to Caravanning” as an
example, David talked us through the steps in preparing for filming and the importance of committing
to paper the script, full details of the shots to be taken and the equipment/props needed. David gave
each member a copy of his film and a very useful handout with examples of his own planning
templates, and tips for settings for DSLR’s for video.

http://suttoncoldfieldmoviemakers.org.uk/reports2015-2015.html
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A template for planning a small scale production. You can download a blank template here,
and perhaps use it for your next production?

8th October 2015
We were privileged to have Paul Kittel as our guest
speaker. Paul is a busy and successful television
documentary film maker. He’s just back from a trip
to Sicily making a film for the forthcoming series of
“Unreported World”. His visit to Sutton Coldfield
Movie Makers had been scheduled for 12th
November, but had to be changed because his
http://suttoncoldfieldmoviemakers.org.uk/reports2015-2015.html
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November, but had to be changed because his
programme “Born Naughty?” Has been nominated for
the award of “Best Factual Programme” and the
awards ceremony is on 12th November.

Paul Kittel

Paul had prepared especially for Sutton Coldfield
Movie Makers, a PowerPoint presentation on
Documentary Storytelling. He had taken the trouble
to make a little film especially for this talk, to
illustrate some of the “do’s” and “don’ts” of
documentary film making. His presentation was jam
packed with tips, jokes, really useful observations
and excellent examples taken from his own work and
from other people’s work.
Members of the audience have described the talk as
“Inspirational”.

22nd October - Practical session - Interviews
This was a crazy, fun evening. Twenty four people turned up, and we split into 5 teams. Each team
had a little section of the hall, and they set up their cameras, lighting and mics. Julian and Jill had
prepared a sheet of questions on the subject of “Sutton Coldfield Movie Makers”. The idea was for
everyone to have a go at interviewing, being interviewed, filming, dealing with sound and lighting. We
hoped to enjoy ourselves, learn a bit and perhaps produce some footage which could be used to
promote the Club. It was a very lively session. Maybe all that chat will affect the quality of the sound
recording! But it was fun and it was ‘different’.

http://suttoncoldfieldmoviemakers.org.uk/reports2015-2015.html
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12th November - 5 Minute an 1 Minute competitions.

Tony and Jackie Williams

Jill Lampert with Jackie

Jackie Williams from Nuneaton Moviemakers kindly judged
our films. She gave comments after each film was shown,
and also some general comments at the end. Her general
comments included observations about ‘sound’ being an
issue of many of the films. She also suggested that we
could be more adventurous with our camera angles.

Dave Kinnaird, Doug Hemmings and
Brii Pike

The results were:
5 Minute Film Competition:
http://suttoncoldfieldmoviemakers.org.uk/reports2015-2015.html
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5 Minute Film Competition:
1st “Picnicking in Jan’s Garden” - Jill Lampert
2nd “What about Tomorrow?” - Ann and Arthur Fletcher
3rd “Will I get Clean? - Jill Lampert

1 Minute Film Competition:
1st “Quirky Fountain” - Jill Lampert
2nd “Hot Stuff” - Ann and Arthur Fletcher

Doug, Dave, Jack Grainger and Debbie
Daniels

The audience is gathering…yellow Entertainment Award voting slips in hand.
26th November - Chocolate Soldier Trophy
50 people including visitors from 6 other film
making clubs from the CEMRIAC region attended
this competition hosted by Sutton Coldfield Movie
Makers. The seven films were judged by audience
vote, with each club having 2 votes. The winning
film was “Romans to Racers” by Nuneaton
Moviemakers. Wolverhampton Film Makers’ “The
Harry Potter Bridge” was second, and Kidderminster
Video Makers’ “The Magna Carta King” was third.
One of the highlights of the evening was Chairman
Gordon Hunt presenting the 2nd and 3rd prize
winners with surprise models of the trophy made
out of real chocolate! Thanks to Gordon Hunt and
Alan Moore for this treat - they had made a third
model which was chopped up and we were each
offered a little bit to eat.
There was a buffet and raffle with masses of high
quality prizes. A great night.
http://suttoncoldfieldmoviemakers.org.uk/reports2015-2015.html

Gordon holding a real chocolate ‘soldier’
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The Buffet

Michael Ridgway an Alan
Atkinson with the Chocolate
Soldier Trophy

Alan Moore demonstrating
the mould for the model
chocolate soldiers.

Front row: Sutton Coldfield Movie Maker Debbie Daniels with Glynis and Colin Sullivan from
Market Harborough Movie Makers and Michael Ridgway and Alan Atkinson from Nuneaton
Moviemakers.
10th December - Fish ‘n Chips ‘n Clips
Our festive celebrations began with Fish ‘n Chips
brought in by Mike Gutowski.
While we were finishing this lively meal, Julian
Austwick made a surprise announcement that there
were some awards to be made. He then presented
everyone in the room with a trophy. Their name
appeared on the screen, with the category of their
award. For example for the “Best Bedroom Scene”
Debbie Daniels and Mike Parris each got a trophy.
The bedroom scene in question was one in Ian
Reed’s film “Out of the Past” where Mike smothers
Debbie! One visitor commented that it was the first
time he’d won an award on his first visit to a club.

Debbie Daniels, Mike Gutowski and Geof
Bate-Jones

The furniture was hastily rearranged for watching
films. The evening’s entertainment included “What!”
By the Summerhouse Team at Midsummer Madness
earlier in the year, “The Letter”, which has had great
success in several external competitions but had
never been shown at the Club before, some
wonderful cine film from about 40 years ago brought
in by Alan Moore, a number of excellent edits
http://suttoncoldfieldmoviemakers.org.uk/reports2015-2015.html

of our

9/22

03/08/2017

Reports 2015-16

in by Alan Moore, a number of excellent edits of our
interview evening held a few weeks ago, and a
snippet about the ‘making of’ the new Star Wars film.
The film which got the most laughs was definitely
Dave Kinnaird’s comedy rendering of Brii Pike
interviewing Jill Lampert.
A wonderful end to the year.

Fiona Dunn, Julian Austwick and Jack Reid

Alan Moore Andy Wills, Mike Parris, Kevin Edwards, Steve Jakab, Jill Lampert, Brii Pike

Everyone except the person taking the photo…

http://suttoncoldfieldmoviemakers.org.uk/reports2015-2015.html
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…Ian Reed (Front row, second from the right)
Top
14th January 2016 - Video to Music Competition
Our annual Video to Music competition was judged this year by
Colin Wren, lead singer of the ‘58 Blues Band. He gave
comments after each film was shown and selected the winning
films as follows:
1st - "Moira Furnace Gala" by Patrick Woodcock
2nd - "The other side of the other half" by Gordon Hunt
3rd - "Shanghai Smile" by Andy Wills
In the second half of the evening, Gordon Hunt showed his film
about making a mould for a real chocolate ‘chocolate soldier’.
Alan Moore demonstrated how it was made, and handed round
the latest model which was a white chocolate soldier. It was
chopped up in the kitchen and then eaten by members of the
audience.
Colin Wren

http://suttoncoldfieldmoviemakers.org.uk/reports2015-2015.html
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Patrick Woodcock accepting the trophy from Colin Wren

Alan Moore shows off his white chocolate soldier
Top
28th January - Midland Movie Makers League at Sutton
Coldfield Movie Makers. Sutton Coldfield Movie Makers Members
enjoyed watching and then judging the entries form the five other
clubs which belong to MMM. The winning film was “Heartbroken”,
a comedy by Nuneaton Moviemakers. Lichfield Movie Makers’
entry “The Last Laugh” came second and Leicester Movie Makers
came third with “Walsingham”.
After the break Gordon Hunt did a presentation on “Crossing the
Line” using footage from some Sutton Coldfield Movie Makers fils
and from an episode of Auf Weidersein Pet which he had edited
many years ago.
We were pleased to welcome visitors form Nuneaton
Moviemakers, Derby Movie Makers, Leicester Movie Makers and
Lichfield Movie Makers.

http://suttoncoldfieldmoviemakers.org.uk/reports2015-2015.html
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Sutton Coldfield Movie Makers with visitors from Midland Movie Makers Clubs
Top
11th February - Script Competition
Our script competition is not so much a ‘script’ competition as a
‘script ideas’ competition. Entrants read out a brief outline of the
storyline. Last night Julian Austwick flashed the titles of the
films up on the screen as the stories were read (or in the case of
Jack Reid’s entry - Performed!). There have never been so many
scripts, and they were an exceptionally high quality bunch:

1. It Wont Take A Minute - Mike Hussey
2. Lorna - Ian Reed
3. Disaster Date - Jack Grainger
4. Ties That Bind - Ann & Arthur Fletcher

Gordon Hunt (Chairman) with
Arthur and Ann Fletcher authors of the winning script.

5. Black Knight - Ian Reed
6. We Know Where You Live - Roger Lawrie
7. Cold Case - Patrick Woodcock
http://suttoncoldfieldmoviemakers.org.uk/reports2015-2015.html

13/22

03/08/2017

Reports 2015-16

7. Cold Case - Patrick Woodcock
8. Double Agents - Ian Reed
9. Be Careful Where You Step - Mike Hussey
10. Jack’s Journey - Julian Austwick
11. Shortcut - Jack Reid
12. The Golden Ratio - Mike Hussey
13. Words Of Distant Calling - Steve Jakab
14. Aunt Maude’s Night Cap - Patrick Woodcock
15. Taxing Matters - Grahame Tench

The audience judged the results as follows:
Andy Wills and Debbie Daniels
1st Ties that Bind (Ann and Arthur Fletcher)
2nd It won’t take a minute (Mike Hussey)
3rd Jack’s Journey (Julian Austwick)

After the break Julian Austwick showed his latest film “The
Guardian”. It was received with great enthusiasm.

Top
th
25
February - Special Effects Evening
Six members of Sutton Coldfield Movie Makers each gave a mini
presentation of one or more special effects. Previously Members
had been asked to suggest effects that they would like to
explian/demonstrate or that they would like someone else to
explain/demonstrate.
The presenters were:
Roger Lawrie - Green Screen
Alan Moore - Morphing + creature under the skin
Ian Reed - Two effects he used in “Out of the Past” - one for key
framing movement, and the other for ‘film look’ colour
correction.

Dave and Kevin

Andy Wills - Speed reverse skipping + Colour flashes and
changes, localised and whole frame + How to put still pictures
in Windows Movie Makers without getting black lines each end
of the clip + sliding an image into frame in FPCX.
Patrick Woodcock - Making a film look like
http://suttoncoldfieldmoviemakers.org.uk/reports2015-2015.html
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Patrick Woodcock - Making a film look like an old cine film.
Jill Lampert - How to make the same actor appear more than
once on the screen at the same time + basic stop-motion
animation.

Andy

Alan

Patrick

Roger

Alan, Debbie and Steve

Ann and Arthur, Jack Reid and Roger and other members of SCMM
http://suttoncoldfieldmoviemakers.org.uk/reports2015-2015.html
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Top
10th March - Holiday Video Competition
The competition was judged by Stella Seaton-Sims who entertained and informed us with her lively
and interesting comments after each film was shown. There were 10 entries. The results were:
1st - “The Man Who Walked Through Walls” - Jill Lampert
2nd - “Calke Abbey” - Andy Wills
2nd - “Taking the Backway” - Patrick Woodcock
3rd - “Reflections of Yosemite” - Ann and Arthur Fletcher
3rd - “Alpine Symphony” - Patrick Woodcock
3rd - “Late September Sunshine” - Patrick Woodcock

24th March - John Roberts, award winning film maker from Sheffield Movie
Makers spent an evening showing us his films and answering lots of questions
raised by our members. He showed us some of his very early films made with
VHS, moving through to more recent HD video. He now uses two Panasonic
Lumix GH3 cameras for all his films.
John’s films showed terrific variety and originality. Something new and
‘different’ in every film. Some of his films, including “Acid Rain” and “Un
Pezzettino d’Italia” can be seen on Vimeo:
https://vimeo.com/dizdozpurple/videos
The last film he showed us was “The Girl on the Train” which was the winner of
the recent CEMRIAC Spring Festival. A beautiful animation which he worked
on frame by frame, and which took him hundreds of hours to complete.
John Roberts
Top
th
14
April - Club member Kevin Edwards gave a very
interesting and informative talk on “sound”. Kevin explained the
basics of how sound gets from the source to the film and the role
of each piece of equipment. He also gave practical tips on
choosing and using the best microphones for particular situations
and the drawbacks of using lavaliere mics in situations where
they must be hidden.
The second half of the evening was devoted to Chairman
Gordon Hunt explaining the use of ‘layers’ in editing. He
demonstrated the use of layers for ‘green screen’ work and also
showed us examples of where many, many layers had been
used. A particular example was the ‘bottles on the hill’ in the
Club film “Revlooshun” in which it appears that there is a whole
army of bottles on a hill whereas in fact there were only four,
which were repositioned. In the edit Gordon created the effect
of the ‘army’.

http://suttoncoldfieldmoviemakers.org.uk/reports2015-2015.html
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Gordon Hunt with his editing suite.

Alan Moore shows off
his DIY monitor viewer.

Roger with his DIY
shoulder mount.

Top
28th April - Ash Hawkins, of Lightyear Films, professional
director and film maker and qualified “Apple” trainer gave two
presentations. The first was about the importance of using
manual settings on the camcorder. He explained how to do this,
and gave useful tips such as if a character is walking into
position, it is generally best to set the focus for the final position.
If the camera is going from a dark location to a light location, it
is usually desirable to set the exposure for the final location.
In the second half of he evening Ash talked us through planning
and preparation of films. He used a very short film as an
example. It was a two minute film with six lines of dialogue.
Ash vividly explained the advantages of very thorough planning
- from preparing the script to selecting your actors and
storyboarding. In this film he had planned almost all the shots
in advance despite the fact that some of the filming was of a live
action football match and its supporters over which he would
have no control.
Ash Hawkins with Arthur Fletcher

Tea Break

Jill Lampert testing Alan
Moore’s DIY stabiliser
Top

12th May - Video Cup Competition. This is our most
prestigious competition of the year. A sort of “Video of the
Year”. This year we were privileged to have Mike Duxbury
judging. Mike is a newly retired professional editor with over 30
years of experience on programmes as varied as Horizon and
Top Gear. Mike gave comments after each film was shown and
he also handed written comments to each filmmaker. And, a
‘first’ for Sutton Coldfield Movie Makers, he scrolled back
through some of the films to show us the shot(s)
http://suttoncoldfieldmoviemakers.org.uk/reports2015-2015.html
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through some of the films to show us the shot(s) he was
commenting on.
There were 11 entries.
The results were:
Winner - “Finland (Not Again!)” by Jack Grainger

Mike Duxbury presents the
trophy to Jack Grainger

2nd - “The Madness” by Jill Lampert
3rd - “Nuneaton, Brighton and Three Halfpence” by
Patrick Woodcock
You can watch the winning film here: “Finland (Not Again!)”

Geoff Bate-Jones - SCMM’s
oldest member - congratulates
Jack Grainger on his
entertaining winning film
“Finland (Not Again!)”. Jack is
SCMM’s youngest member.

Debbie Daniels, Arthur and Ann
Fletcher.
Top

26th May - AGM and Presentation of Awards
The new committee will consist of Gordon Hunt (Chairman),
Julian Austwick (Secretary), Andy Wills (Treasurer), Tim Easton
(Competitions Secreatry), Jill Lampert (External Competitions
and Membership Secretary), Doug Hemmings, Roger Lawrie and
Debbie Daniels.
It was clear that members are enjoying Sutton Coldfield Movie
Makers, and want more of it. There was a vote in favour of
extending our season. So, from next year, in addition to the
September to May meetings, we will have meetings on the 2nd
and 4th Thursdays of June.

Dave and Tim

There was also enthusiasm for a suggestion by Ian Reed that we
should hold informal workshops in each other’s houses over the
summer.
Certificates were presented to this year’s competition winners:
Jill Lampert, Patrick Woodcock and Jack Grainger, and trophies
were presented for the technical awards, entertainment award
and Chairman’s Cup.
The Winners:
Best use of Sound: “The Madness” - Jill Lampert
Best Photography: “Picnicking in Jan’s Garden” - Jill Lampert
Best Editing: “Picnicking in Jan’s Garden” - Jill Lampert
http://suttoncoldfieldmoviemakers.org.uk/reports2015-2015.html
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Best Editing: “Picnicking in Jan’s Garden” - Jill Lampert

Tim and Jack G.

Entertainment Award: “Picnicking in Jan’s Garden” - Jill Lampert
Chairman’s Cup: Dave Kinnaird for his entertaining film
“Polish Version of Sutton Coldfield Movie Makers”.
Gordon showed a rough cut of “It won’t take a Minute”, the film
which was written by Mike Hussey and filmed last weekend. See
here for a report on the filming: “A magical weekend of cinematic
fun and frolics.” Julian showed the entries for the caption
competition (initiated by Jack Reid). The winning entry was
by Debbie Daniels. See below.
Tim and Jill
Certificates were presented
for the season’s competition
winners. Certificates and
trophies were also presented
by Tim (Competitions
Secretary) for the technical
awards, Entertainment Award
and Chairman’s Cup.
Tim, Arthur and Ann

Tim and Patrick

Trophies and Certificates for Sutton Coldfield Movie Makers success in external
competitions this season.

A selection of entries for the Caption Competition

http://suttoncoldfieldmoviemakers.org.uk/reports2015-2015.html
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The Winning Caption

http://suttoncoldfieldmoviemakers.org.uk/reports2015-2015.html
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